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Tc  the  Chairman  and  Gotincillors  of  Dawley  Urban  District 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Dr,  J,  Burrowes  was  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1968  until 
31st  October,  1960,  and  the  post  remained  vacant  for  the  rest-  of  the  year. 

The  statistics  in  the  medical  section  of  the  Report  si.ow  a big 
improvement  over  previous  years.  It  will  be  satisfactory  if  t.he  improvement 
is  maintained  in  subsequent  years.  One  must  bear  in  mind  the  I'aot  that  a 
relatively  small  increase  in  number  of  infant  deaths  can  exert  an  excessive 
effect  on  the  statistics  where  the  total  niorabers  are  small,  Tht>  influx 
of  families  to  the  new  houses  provided  by  the  Telford  Developmen  Corporation 
will  increasingly  be  shown  in  the  statistics  and  requires  a cons\  ant  increase 
in  all  services  to  meet  the  increasing  needs. 

Causes  of  death  shov/  the  usual  pattern  with  circulatory  diiaeases 
being  the  main  cause  of  death,  followed  by  malignancy.  The  number  of  deaths 
due  to  carcinoma  of  the  lung  is  reduced  from  13  to  7*  but  this  cani’ot  be 
considered  to  be  of  significance  and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  ba  higher  for 
1969,  The  risk  of  carcinoma  of  the  lung  is  directly  related  to  the  number 
of  cigarettes  smoked  and  until  the  consumption  of  cigarettes  is  reduo  ed  people 
will  continue  to  die  of  this  disease  which  is  largely  preventable,  Tl  ese 
deaths  cannot  be  considered  to  be  a substitute  for  another  type  of  dea  '^h  as 
they  occur  at  an  earlier  age,  3 of  the  7 deaths  from  carcinoma  of  the  lung 
occurred  under  the  age  of  65  years, 

Mr,  J,L,  McFall,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  has  contributed  the 
report  on  the  Environmental  Hygiene  Section,  This  is  a comprehensive  report 
on  the  work  of  the  Department  and  contains  a great  deal  of  absorbing  interest 
in  this  developing  area.  In  addition,  I should  like  to  draw  attention  to 
the  fact  that  a great  deal  of  v/ork  is  done  informally  and  does  not  appear  in 
a statistical  report.  Letters  are  written,  visits  are  made  and  advice  is 
freely  available  to  anyone  requiring  information  on  health  matters. 

Sewage  disposal  remains  a problem  in  the  Ironbridge  and  Coalbrookdale 
area  and  remains  under  constant  review.  This  causes  difficulty  in  improving 
property  in  this  area. 

Night  soil  is  still  collected  in  parts  of  the  District  due  to  sewerage 
difficulties.  The  use  of  earth  closets  is  basically  unsatisfactory  and  the 
numbers  in  use  continue  to  be  reduced  each  year. 

Refuse  collec  ion  and  disposal  continues  to  be  a very  important  part 
of  the  work  of  the  Department , The  use  of  paper  sacks  has  been  adopted  on 
the  new  estates  and  : banning  is  proceeding  for  disposal  of  waste  by  incineration. 


The  supervision  of  caravan  sites  is  another  responsibility  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  an^  this  is  shouldered  willingly.  It  is  likely  that  the 
development  of  the  n*;  r town  will  reduce  the  number  of  caravaia  sites,  but  the 
itinerant  caravan  dwellers  will  continue  to  be  an  intermittent  problem. 


I 

Inspector 
staff  for 


should  like  to  express  my  thanles  to  the  Chief  Public  Health 
for  his  he]‘o  in  preparing  this  report  and  to  all  members  of  the 
their  willing  service  during  the  year. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


A.  H.  'iCLDE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


MEDICAL  SECTION 


STATISTICS 


GENERAL 


Mid  1968 


Mid  1967 


Area  (in  acres) 

Estimated  Population  22,080 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  7 >256 
Rateable  Value  of  District  £6l4,107 
Estimated  Product  of  a 1d  Rate  £ 2,678 


9,453 

21,240 
7,112 
£578,868 
£ 2,54i 


POPULATION 

The  population  figure  shows  an  increase  of  840  over  the  mid-year  figur 
for  1967*  There  were  97  more  births  than  deaths  for  1968  as  compared  with  78 
more  births  than  deaths  for  1967®  Both  figures  show  the  beginnings  of  the 
effects  of  re-housing  and  development  within  the  area® 


VITAL  statistics 


1968 

1968 

1968 

1967 

Dawley 

Salop 

England 

Dawley 

U.D. 

County 

& Wales 

U.D. 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

Still  SLrth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  births) 
Infantant  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  imder  lyr 

16.5 

17.84 

16.9 

14.5 

15.7 

15.96 

14.0 

22.0 

per  1,000  live  births). 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under 

16.0 

17.98 

18.0 

37.0 

4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under 

13.3 

11.28 

12.3 

31.2 

1 week  per  1,000  live  births) 

13.3 

9.34 

10.5 

28.4 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Still  Births  and  28.9 
deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  total  births) 

25.56 

25.0 

50.0 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

12.5 

11.91 

11.9 

16.8 

BIRTHS 

The  Birth  Rate  (Standardised)  shows  an  increase  over  last  year’s  rate 
and  is  approaching  the  National  Rate.  The  rate  for  Salop  County  is  above  the 
National  Rate  and  the  rate  for  Dawley  requires  to  show  a further  increase  to 
reach  the  County  Rate® 

The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  shows  a fall  to  which  is 

better  than  I967  at  10.8^  and  I966  at 

The  complete  figures  are  given  below: - 


Total 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Legit 

mes 

Total 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Legit 

Illeg. 

Male 

177 

164 

13 

3 

3 

- 

Female 

198 

182 

16 

3 

3 

- 

TOTiAL 

375 

346 

29 

6 

6 

- 

STILL 

BIRTHS 

The  Still  Birth  rate  is  below  the  County  Rate,  but  remains  above  the 
National  Rate. 
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M.B..  B.Ch.,  D.P.II. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


CIVIC  CENTRE,  DAWLEY,  SHROPSHIRE. 
Our  Rtf:-  A.ri  ' t'/T)  G ^ Your  Ref:- 


Whtn  teltphoning  please  ask  for  Dr , . . .V/llcie £*t 


6th  October,  1069. 


The  Secretary, 

Health  cO  Social  Security, 

Alexander  Dleming  I'Touse, 

Hleuhant  6'  Castle, 

LOr'DCIY 

Dear  Sir, 

Re:  Dawley  Urban  Distract  Council 

Annual  Report  of  the  Fedical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year 
1068  


Pape  five  - Infant  I'ortality  - please  delete  the 
vrords  ’’and  these  figures  are  satisfactory"  appearing  after 
"there  were  only  6 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age"* 


Yours  faithfully. 


Pedicel  Off  .leer  of  Health. 
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INTMT  MORTALITY 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  below  the  County  Rate  and  the  National 
Rate.  This  shows  a great  improvement  over  the  figures  for  196?*  There  were 
only  6 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  and  these  figures  are  satisfactory* 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


There  were  no  deaths  attributable  to  pregnancy  during  the  year  under 

review* 

DEATHS 

The  Death  Rate  has  fallen  to  a figure  approaching  the  County  and 
National  Rate.  The  total  number  of  deaths  at  278  is  very  similar  to  the  figure 
of  27^  deaths  for  19^7 o 

A new  classification  of  deaths  has  been  used  for  1968,  based  on  the 
International  Abbreviated  List  of  50  Causes  (B  List)  from  the  manual  of  the 
Eighth  Revision  of  the  International  Classification*  This  means  that  exact 
comparability  with  the  previous  year  is  not  possible,  but  the  categories  are 
similar  in  most  cases. 

The  fo3.1owing  list  shows  the  causes  of  death  in  males  and  females  and 
the  total  deaths  due  to  the  separate  classifications 


Male 

1968 

Femal_e 

Total 

319(1)  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

6 

- 

6 

B19(2)  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus 

7 

- 

7 

B19(3)  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast 

- 

3 

3 

B19(3)  Leukaeinia 

- 

1 

1 

B19(6)  ether  Malignant  Neoplasms  Etc. 

13 

18 

31 

321  Diabetes  Mellitus 

2 

2 

4 

B46(1)  ether  Endocrine  Etc*,  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

B23  Anaemias 

- 

1 

1 

B46(2)  ether  Diseases  of  Blood  Etc. 

1 

1 

2 

B46(4)  ether  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  Etc. 

2 

- 

2 

B26  Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

- 

1 

1 

B27  Hypertensive  Disease 

9 

ie 

19 

B28  Ischaeiriic  Heart  Disease 

39 

23 

62 

B29  ether  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

5 

7 

12 

B3D  Cerebrovascular  Disease 

11 

31 

42 

B^-6(9)  ether  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

5 

ie 

13 

B3I  Influenza 

1 

- 

1 

B32  Pneui:ionia 

5 

4 

9 

B33(1)  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

17 

6 

23 

B33(2)  Astlima 

1 

1 

2 

B46(6)  ether  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

2 

3 

B34  Peptic  Ulcer 

2 

1 

3 

B36  Intestinal  Cbstruction  and  Hernia 

2 

1 

3 

B37  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

1 

- 

1 

B46(7)  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

1 

1 

2 

B38  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 
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Male 

Female 

Total 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

- 

1 

00 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Ur inary  System 

1 

- 

1 

B46(lO)Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

1 

1 

2 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  Etc., 

- 

1 

1 

B44 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality 

1 

2 

3 

b45 

Syt^iptoras  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

- 

2 

2 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

- 

1 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents 

1 

6 

7 

BS49 

Suicide  and  Self  Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

3 

3 

TOTAL  - all  causes 

138 

140 

278 

Consideration  o;t‘  the  figirres  by  major  groups  shows  that  the  most 
important  cause  of  deaLh  is  the  vascular  group  and  B27  to  B46(5)  encompasses 
150  deaths 0 Of  this  group  B28  Ischaemic  Heart  disease  and  B29  Other  Forms 
of  heart  disease  accounts  for  7^  deaths. 

The  next  group  in  importance  is  the  Malignant  Group  where  B19  with 
its  sub-classifications  encompasses  48  deaths. 

The  third  group  is  the  Respiratory  Group  y^here  B3I  to  B46(6)  encompasses 
38  deaths. 

The  majority  of  deaths  occur  over  the  age  of  65.  There  were  204  deaths 
over  the  age  of  63  years;  38  deaths  between  the  ages  of  55  years  and  65  years; 
19  deaths  between  the  ages  of  45  years  and  55  years;  12  deaths  between  1 month 
and  45  years;  and  5 deaths  under  1 month. 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  the  general  state  of  health  is 
good,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement.  Som.e  of  this  must  come  from 
education  in  personal  health  matters  and  cannot  come  entirely  from  improvements 
in  environmental  healtho 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Changes  were  made  in  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases  during 

1968. 

The  Public  Health  (infective  Jaundice)  Regulations  1968  made  infective 
jaundice  notifiable  from  15th  June,  I968.  The  Public  Health  (infectious 
Diseases)  Regulations,  1988,  came  into  operation  on  1st  October,  1968, 

The  infectious  diseases  now  to  be  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  are:- 


Acute  Encephatitis. 

Acute  Meningitis. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis, 

Anthrax. 

Cholera. 

Diphtheria 

Dysentery (Amoebic  or  bacillary) . 
Infective  Jaundice, 


Leprosy. 

Leptospirosis . 
Malaria, 

Measles. 

Paratyphoid  Fever, 
Plague, 

Relapsing  Fever 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorui^i, 


Scarlet  Fever,  j 

Smallpox,  } 

Tetcinus,  J 

Tubea^culosis,  | 

Typhoid  Fever, 

Typhus 

'looping  Cough, 

Yellow  Fever, 


Notification  of  the  diseases  listed  below  is  no  longer  required: - 


Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  Erysipelas, 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia,  Acute  Rheumatism, 


Membraneous  Croup, 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 


NOTIFICATIONS 


1968 


Scarlet  Fever, « ••  *•  ••  9 

Measles o,  ••  ••  «.  63 

l^ooping  Cough,  ..  ,,  ••  19 

Dysentery .«  ••  20 

Acute  Pnaumonia,  ,>•  ,,  ,,  •«  ,,  9 

Food  Poisoning,.  ,•  ••  1 

ToDa  ^^spiratory  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  •#  ,,  2 

Frysipelus ,,  •,o«  «»  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ** 

Infective  Jaundice.  ,,  «•  ••  ,,  2 


1967  1966 


2 2 


100  233 

6 96 


2 1 

18  16 


2 1 
2 


TOTAL 


3^9 


The  incidence  of  V/hooping  Cough  is  shov/ing  a downward  trend  and  is 
responding  to  immunisation. 

The  incidence  of  measles  varies  and  v/ill  be  higher  for  1969,  Measles 
immunisation  is  available  and  it  is  considered  that  as  supplies  improve  this 
disease  will  be  brought  under  control. 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  Sj^VICES 


These  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  authority 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  19^1-6,  Sections  22  to  29* 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Two  modern  purpose-built  Clinics  are  situated  in  Dawley  and  Iladeley. 
There  is  also  a clinic  in  Ironbridge,  v/hich  is  a converted  building.  The 
Dawley  and  Madeley  clinics  ^e  equipped  for  dental  treatment,  A new  Clinic 
has  been  provided  at  Sutton  Hill  as  part  of  the  Community  Centre  at  Stonedale. 

Dawley  Clinic,  Doseley  Road 

Child  Health,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ..  ,,  Tuesdays,  all  day. 

Dental,,  •»  ,,  »,  ..Wednesdays  all  day,  Tuesday  & 

Thursday  morning. 

Immunization,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,, Tuesday  afternoons. 

Audiology,®  .,  ,,  .,  ,.By  arrangement. 

Mothers'  Club®  ,,  ,,  ,, Alternate  Thursdays,  7«30oP*ni» 

onwards o 

Welfare  foods,  .,  ,.  .,  ..Tuesdays,  all  day. 

Probation  Reporting  Centre,  .,2nd  & ^th  Wednesdays  & Alternate 

Thursdays  4,0, p.m,  to  7«0«p.m, 
Registrar's  Office,  ..  ..  .eMonday,  V/ednesday  & Friday 


mornings , 

Chiropody,,  ..  .,At  the  Old  Folic's  Rest  Room, 

Ironbridge  Clinic,  Severn  Bank  House 

Child  Health,,  ,,  ..  ..Friday  afternoons. 

Chiropody ,,  ,,1st,  and  4th  Friday 

Mornings • 

Immunization,.  ,.  «®  .,  ,o1st  & 3rd  Friday  afternoons. 


Probation  Reporting  Centre  ..Alternate  Vlednesdays  and 

Alternate  Thtirsdays  3»0®P»ra. 
to  6,30ep.m, 

V/elfare  foods,  .,  ..  ..  ..Friday  afternoons. 


Madeley  Clinic,  Church  Street 


Audiology.,  ..  ..By  arrangement. 

Child  Health.,.  .,  ,,  ••  ,, Wednesday  afternoons. 

Chiropody,,  .,  ,,  .,  .,  ..Tuesday  mornings  and  1st  and 

3rd  Friday  mornings. 

Dental,,  ,,  ..  Wednesdays  and  Fridays, 

Iramimization  ,,  ,,  ,,2nd  Wednesday  mornings. 

Orthopaedic  .,  .,  ,.  .,  ,, Fridays  (three  monthly)  mornings. 

Speech  Therapy,  ,,  ,.  ,.  ,, Thursday  mornings, 

V/elfare  Foods,.  ,,  ,,  ,,  ..Wednesday  afternoons® 

Family  Planning  ,1st  and  3i‘d  Fridays  6,30,p,m, 

to  8,0,p,m, 


Sutton  Hill  Clinic,  Community  Centre,  Stonedale 

Child  Health,  .,  ..  ..  .,  Monday  afternoons, 

Immimization.  1st  Monday  afternoon 

Welfare  Foods  ,,  ,,  .,  ..  Monday  afternoons. 


The  Moral  Welfare  Officer  concerned  with  the  care  of  unmarried  mothers 
and  illegitimate  children  is  Mrs.  C,  V,  G^^i/ynne-Jones,  25/26  Talbot  Chambers, 
Market  Street,  Shrewsbury,  (Telephone:  SHREWSBURY  4900), 
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Home  Help 


Home  Helps  are  provided  by  the  County  and  they  operate  through  branch 
offices,  Dai^rley  is  servied  through  the  Wellington  Branch  Office,  which  is 
open  as  follows 


Monday  • . 
Tuesday  • • 
Wednesday. 
Thursday. . 
Friday  . • 


e • 

e o 

o o 

o c 

d • 


• • • # • • 
» e • • 9 • 

• • • • • • 
6 • # • • • 
• • • • • • 
and 


10.00. a.ra 

10. 00.  a, m 

10. 00.  a. m 

10.00. a.ra 
B.OO.p.ra 


3.00.p.ra. 

12.30.p.m. 

12.30. p.m. 

12.30.  p.m, 
12o30.p.mo 

4.45. p.m. 


Hospital  Services 

The  hospital  and  specialist  services  are  provided  by  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  its  hospital  management  committees. 


The  district  lies  betv;een  large  general  hospitals  at  V/olverharnpton, 
under  the  V/olverhampton  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  Shrewsbury,  under 
Shrewsbury  Group  Hospital  Management  Committee,  and  is  well  served  by  them. 

Copthorne  Hospital  has  an  isolation  ward  and  this  is  where  cases  of 
infectious  disease  are  admitted. 


Consultants  from  both  hospital  management  committees  hold  out-patient 
sessions  at  Broseley,  Much  Wenlock,  Shifnal,  V/rekin  Hospitals  and  also  at 
Bridgnorth. 

Ambulance  Services 

These  ane  provided  by  the  County  Council.  The  central  Uiibulance  station 
is  at  Abbey  Foregate,  Shrev/sbury,  (Telephone  SHREWSBURY  633^1  )•  Ambulances 
for  the  new  Dawley  Urban  District  are  provided  by  the  Donnington,  Much  Wenlock 
and  Shifnal  Depots.  A new  depot  has  been  built  at  Bridgnorth  which  also 
provides  cover,  and  arrangements  are  in  hand  to  provide  a depot  in  the  new 
Dawley  Urban  District. 

Vaccination  and  Immunization 


This  is  carried  out  by  both  the  County  Council  medical  officers  and  general 
practitioners.  It  is  offered  to  pre-school  children  and  school  children  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus,  smallpox,  measles  and  poliomyelitis. 
Vaccination  against  tuberculoses  is  also  offered  to  school  children  aged  13  years 
and  this  is  carried  out  as  a routine  in  secondary  schools  v/ith  parents  consent. 

In  the  new  Dawley  Urbaii  District  there  are  two  health  visitors,  six 
Nursing  midwives  and  one  relief  District  Nurse.  The  midwives  undertake  both 
midwifery  and  district  nursing  duties. 


Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care 


(a)  Several  articles  of  nursing  equipment,  such  as  air  rings,  bed  pans, 
feeding  cups  etc®,  are  on  loan  to  patients  being  niirsed  at  home.  These  can 
be  obtained  from  the  County  Council  via  the  district  nurses. 

(b)  Convalescence  for  people  not  requiring  special  nursing  care  or  m.edical 
care  but  still  recovering  from  illness  can  be  arranged.  The  County  Council 
makes  frequent  use  of  the  Lady  Eorester's  Home,  Llandudno  for  this  pujrpose. 

(c)  Mental  HeaHth  - The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  supervision  in  their 
own  homes  of  the  mentally  handicapped  persons.  This  is  done  mainly  through  the 
Mental  Welfare  Officer  and  the  Health  Visitor.  They  also  assist  general  practitione 
to  secure  hospital  adraission  for  the  mentally  ill. 

(d)  Treatment  of  tuberculosis- is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  at 
chest  clinics  and  sanatoria,  but  the  prevention  and  the  after-care  are  shared 
between  the  Local  Authority  and  Hospital  Board,  Health  visitors  follow  up  cases  and 
do  most  of  the  contact  tracing.  Open  air  shelters  can  be  provided  by  the  County 
when  required.  Extra  nourishment  may  be  provided.  The  Local  Authority  and  Regional 
Board  combine  in  arranging  amenities  for  Chest  X-Ray, 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE  SECTION 


1a  Water  Supplies. 

2o  Sewage  Disposal. 

3*  Refuse  Collection, 

4,  Refuse  Disposal. 

3c  Rodent  Control. 

6,  Housing  and  Slum  Clearance. 

7,  Rent  Act,  1957. 

8,  Movable  Dwellings, 

9,  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

10,  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

11,  Food  Hygiene  Regulations, 

12.  Poultry  Processing  Premises, 

13,  The  Offices,  Shops  & Railway  Premises 

Act,  1963* 

14.  The  Shops  Act,  1950, 

15.  Factories  and  Workshops. 


Contributed  by  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
J.  L,  McFall,  M.R.S.H.,  M.P.H.I.A.,  A.M.I.P.H.E. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  main  piped  supplies  are  under  the  control  of  the  East 
Shropshire  Water  Board,  and  are  generally  satisfactory,  both  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

Statistics 

(a)  Bacteriological  Samples 

Samples 
taken 


Main  Supplies  46 

Private  Supplies  5 

(b)  Plumbo-Solvency 

No  sample  for  this  purpose  was  taken  this  year  and  tests 
taken  in  previous  years  indicated  no  tendency  to  Pliimbo- 
Solvency, 


Dwellings  in  the  District,  7^973 

Dwellings  supplied  direct  from  mains.  7»617 

Dwellings  supplied  by  standpipes  from  mains,  275 

Dwellings  supjplied  by  private  mains  direct  to 

house,  12 

Dwellings  supplied  by  Public  Standpipes,  66 

Dwellings  supplied  with  water  in  churns,  5 


Due  to  well  v;ater  to  one  group  of  five  houses  becoming  badly 
polluted,  arrangements  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  potable  water  to  be  provided  in  containers.  Negotiations  were 
in  progress  to  provide  a supply  by  public  standpipe  from  a private 
main  nearby. 


Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 
45  1 

5 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  continued  absence  of  a satisfactory  sewerage  and  rewage 
disposal  system  in  the  Ironbridge  and  Coalbrookdale  areas  continues 
to  give  rise  for  concern  with  regard  to  the  pollution  of  the  River 
Severn  with  crude  sewage.  The  provision  of  a sewerage  system  for 
these  areas  is  constantly  under  consideration  by  the  Council,  but 
is  fraught  v;ith  difficulties,  both  financial  and  teclmical. 

Meanwhile,  it  is  not  possible  to  encourage  owners  of  sub- 
standard property  in  this  area  to  improve  their  properties,  except 
where  septic  tanks  can  be  provided. 

Night  soil  is  still  collected  in  parts  of  the  District  where 
it  is  not  possible  to  provide  water  closets  because  a sewer  is  not 
available  and  where  a septic  tank  cannot  be  installed.  In  the  case 
of  some  sub-standard  dwellings  likely  to  be  demolished,  it  would 
not  be  reasonable  to  expect  the  owners  to  stand  the  cost  of  conversion 
There  was  a reduction  of  37  in  the  number  of  earth  closets  during 
the  year,  due  to  demolition  or  improvement  of  properties. 

The  Cesspool  vehicle,  which  also  deals  with  earth  closets,  is 
kept  fully  occupied  dealing  with  over  600  septic  tanks  in  the  District 
No  charge  is  made  for  the  service. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 


(a)  Expansion  of  Service 

By  the  end  of  1968,  the  impact  on  the  refuse  collection  service 
caused  by  the  new  development  in  the  area  was  evident.  The  extension 
of  the  service  to  cover  about  a further  30  houses  each  week  meant  a 
readjustment  of  collection  routes  to  cope  with  the  constantly  increasing 
quantity  of  refuse  from  domestic  and  trade  sources.  This  adjustment 
was  planned  for,  but  careful  planning  for  the  future  each  estimate  time 
will  be  needed  if  difficulties  are  to  be  avoided. 

(b)  Collection  on  Nev;  Estates 

It  is  hoped  to  use  the  electric  truck  method  of  collection  on 
the  Sutton  Hill  Estate  early  in  1969,  This  method  being  the  only 
practical  method  on  the  hoiising  estates  designed  on  the  ’'Radburn" 
principle.  This  method,  when  extended  to  other  estates  to  be 
constructed,  should  make  better  use  of  expensive  refuse  vehicles  to 
-transport  refuse  to  the  tip  instead  of  moving  slowly  around  housing 
estates.  This  method  is  expected  to  cut  the  cost  of  collection  by 
one  third  on  these  estates  and  will  help  to  offset  the  additional  cost 
of  providing  the  paper  sacks. 


(c)  Free  Bin  Scher^ 

DiAfellings  other  than  those  in  the  areas  of  the  new  development 
are  provided  with  refuse  bins  Virithout  charge  on  a seven  year  replacement 
basis.  Possibly,  the  conversion  of  existing  properties  to  the  paper 
sack  collection  system  could  be  considered  some  time  in  the  future 
v/hen  the  impact  on  rate  income  would  not  be  so  noticeable. 


(d)  Trade  Refuse 


Due  to  the  increasing  amount  of  trade  refuse  being  received,  a 
scale  of  charges  was  approved  by  the  Council,  which  has  resulted  in 
an  appreciable  income  from  annual  contracts  and  other  charges. 


(e)  Civic  Amenities  Act 


The  obligations  on  local  authorities  to  remove  abandoned  cars 
and  to  accept  delivery  of  scrap  cars  placed  an  added  burden  on  the 
refuse  collection  service.  Cars  have  been  removed  and  disposed  of  to 
scrap  dealers  in  the  area.  Abandoned  cars  are  a grov/ing  problem  but 
a course  of  action  and  scale  of  charges  has  been  approved  by  the  Council 

(f)  Bulk  Collection  Service 

Householders  have  made  regular  use  of  this  service  for  the 
removal  of  old  furniture,  bedding  and  other  household  objects. 

Regular  requests  received  for  this  service  is  an  indication  that  the 
service  is  appreciated  and  is  necessary. 


4,  REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  Refuse  Disposal  Joint  Committee,  comprising  representatives 
from  Dawley  Urban  District,  Oakengates  Urban  District,  Wellington 
Urban  District  and  Wellington  Rural  District  Councils  made  fiirther 
progress  in  their  discussions  concerning  future  refuse  disposal 
requirements  in  the  enlarged  New  Town, 

The  Officers  panel  first  reported  on  the  limited  tipping  areas 
available  and  hruring  regard  to  the  estimated  amoimt  of  refuse  to  be 
received,  could  see  no  alternative  but  incineration  of  refuse  for  the 
future  policy.  This  recommendation  was  accepted  by  all  four  Councils# 
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At  this  time  it  was  knovm  that  the  Development  Corporation  was 
considering  a district  heating  scheme  for  a large  area  of  housing 
development,  so  discussions  were  held  v;ith  the  Corporation  with  a 
view  to  utilising  the  waste  heat  from  the  incinerator  in  the  district 
heating  scheme.  Discussions  were  still  proceeding  at  the  year  end. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  service  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year 
without  any  outstanding  problems  arising. 

It  was  thought  to  be  probable  that  the  building  and  civil 
engineering  activities  in  the  area  would  increase  the  incidence  of 
rat  infestation  but  this  possibility  has  not  been  evident. 

No  evidence  has  been  found  of  Warfarin-resistant  rats  in  this 
area  but  suitable  treatment  can  be  given  if  any  were  found. 


No  major  areas  of  rat  infestations  have  been  found  in  the 
District,  infestations  are  generally  found  to  be  individual  small 
infestations  which  are  treated  before  they  can  spread.  The  twice 
annually  test  baiting  of  sewers  prevents  any  major  rat  infestation 
building  up  in  the  sewers 

Non- 


Total  No.  of  properties 
(including  nearby  premises) 
inspected  follov/ing  notification. 


Agricultural 


937 


22 


No.  infested  by  (1)  Rats 
(2)  Mice 


602  21 

31  9 


Total  No.  of  properties  inspected 
for  rate  and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification.  313  Nil 


( 1 ) Rats 

(2)  Mice 


291  Nil 

Zk  Nil 


HOUSING  AND  SLUI'4  CLEARANCE 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellirgs  at  31  •'12.68. 


Houses  Shop/Living  Public  Houses  Hotels 

7,793  130  66  2 

Number  of  Council  owned  houses  - 2,988 

Niimber  of  Corporation  ovmed  houses  - 1,013 

Number  of  Council  Houses  completed 

1.1.68.  to  31o12.68c  - 27 


Improvement  Grants 

Number  of  Discretionary  Grants  a^^proved 

up  to  31*  "IH,  68.  3 

Number  of  Standard  Grants  approved  up 

to  31.  12,  68.  - 18 


Housing  Survey 

A Local  Authority  is  required  by  the  Housing  Act,  1937,  to 
inspect  their  district  from  time  to  time  to  see  what  dwellings  are 
unfit  for  human  habitation.  To  obtain  this  information  a 
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comprehensive  housing  survey  commenced  in  1966,  was  completed  early 
in  1967j  and  provided  valuable  information#  The  siirvey  is  amended 
as  houses  axe  improved  or  demolished# 

The  figures  extracted  from  the  survey  are  as  follows: - 


HOUSING  SURVEY 
Statistics 

Dwellings  (Excluding  Council  Houses  and  new 

development  Corporation  houses) • 


Categories 

1 - Dwelling  fit  in  all  respects  586 

2 - Dwellings  wi"  h minor  defects  1 , 388 

3 - Di'/ellings  in  need  of  extensive  repairs  & 1 , 270 

Improvements. 

Ur  - Dwellings  fit  only  for  demolition  922 

5 - Subject  to  Compulsory  Purchase  by  Telford  11 

Development  Corpoi-ation. 


V/ater  Supply 


With  internal  main  supply  3i  ^^57 
V/ith  external  main  water  supply  256 
Public  Standpipes  57 
Private  V/ater  supplies  17 


Drainage 

To  sewer  (some  sov/ers  have  unsatisfactory  outfalls, 

2,  5^2 

658 

490 


e.g.  Ironbridge), 

To  septic  tanks 
Other  means  of  disposal 


Sanitary  Conveniences 


Dwellings  \-rlth  water  closets  2,  907 
Dwellings  with  shared  water  closets  209 
Dwellings  with  pail  closets  579 
Dwellings  with  shared  pail  closets  22 
Dv/ellings  with  pit  closets  151 
Dwellings  with  shared  pit  closets  24 
Dwellings  with  no  sanitary  accommodation  2 


Amenities 

Dv/ellings  with  domestic  sinks  3>  455 
Dv/ellings  with  wadi  hand  basins  2,  l4l 
Dwellings  with  baths  2,  365 
Dwellings  v/ith  ventilated  food  stores  2,  l82 
Dwellings  v/ith  unventilated  food  stores  1 , 568 
Dwellings  with  refrigerators  649 


Slum  Clearance 
Individual  Unfit  Houses 


Action  taken  in  1968:- 
Unfit  Houses  Demolished 


54  - 


Unfit  Houses  Closed  21 

Undertaking  to  miake  fit  2 
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Clearance  Areeis 


Jackfield  No.'l,  (19  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  20. 9. 63* 

These  properties  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

J-.  ckfield  No.2»  (6  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  23 *6. 64, 

One  family  remains  in  occupation.  Two  houses  were  demolished  during 
the  year, 

Blists  Hill,  Coalport(l2  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  23.8.61, 

The  remaining  family  moved  in  October,  1967*  Arrangements  being  made 
for  demolition  at  the  year  endo 

Park  Lane,  Madeley  (7  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  1.3«63* 
Demolished  February,  1968. 

Hodge  Bov;er,  Ironbridge  (3  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  9 •'I •63* 
The  remaining  family  was  rehoused  in  April,  1968.  Property  not  yet 
demolished, 

Lincoln  Hill/Paradise  (l8  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  27 .3 •63* 
Twelve  houses  were  demolished  in  19^5»  The  last  occupant  was  rehoused 
in  March,  1968.  6 Houses  remain  to  be  demolished. 

Madeley  VJood(l)  (19  Houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  1 6.9 •64, 

Three  families  remain  in  the  area,  A further  two  houses  were  demolished 
in  1968,  4 houses  now  remain, 

Madeley  Wood  (2)  (3  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Mnistry  23 •6, 64, 

These  houses  are  still  occupied, 

Madeley  Wood  (3)  (9  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  l6,9«64. 

Three  families  remain  in  occupation, 

Madeley  Wood  (6)  (7  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  23*6,64, 

Houses  demolished  December,  i960, 

Belmont  Road,  Ironbridge  (8  houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  23,6,64, 
Three  houses  v;ere  occupied  at  the  end  of  I968, 

Madeley  VJood  (3)  (31  Houses)  - Confirmed  by  Ministry  10.2,66, 

Five  houses  were  occupied  at  the  end  of  1968, 

The  Lloyds,  Ironbridge,  (16  houses)-  Confirmed  by  Ministry  13* 3 •63* 
Seven  houses  were  occupied  at  the  end  of  1968, 


REMT  ACT,  1937 

Although  there  are  many  tenancies  still  controlled  by  the 
provisions  of  tliis  Act,  tenants  appear  to  be  unaware  of  the  protection 
available  to  them. 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  dis-repair  have  been  received 
for  the  last  four  years. 


MOVABLE  D1//BLLINGS 

At  the  end  of  1968,  there  were  68  caravans  on  licensed  sites 
in  the  Urbcui  District, 

As  the  new  town  develops  it  appears  that  fewer  applications  for 
planning  permission  in  respect  of  caravans  are  likely  to  bo  approved. 

The  Cara-van  Sites  Act,  I968,  came  into  operation  on  26th  August, 
19683  This  Act  gave  protection  to  occupiers  of  caravans  on  licensed 
sites  from  eviction  without  due  notice  and  made  it  an  offence  to  harass 
an  occupier  v/ith  the  intention  of  making  him  give  up  occupation,  V/hat 
is  required  in  addition  is  control  of  the  exhorbitant  rents  which  are 
sometimes  charged  to  caravan  dwellers  who  have  no  alternative  but  to 
pay. 


Difficulty  was  again  experienced  during  the  year  with  itinerant 
caravan  dwellers®  The  Council  was  not  unreasonable  in  their  attitude 
towards  them,  but  by  repeated  visits  most  were  persuaded  to  move  on 
after  a short  stay,  in  order  to  prevent  excessive  nuisance  to  local 
residents. 

The  provision  of  camping  sites  for  itinerant  caravan  dwellers  is 
a requirement  of  the  1968  Act  when  brought  into  operation*  The  Minister 
has  not  yet  brought  this  provision  into  operation. 

The  provision  of  a caravan  site  adjacent  to  the  Severn  Gorge 
in  the  Ircnbridge  area,  specially  for  touring  caravans,  and  open  during 
the  summer  months,  would  form  an  attraction  to  tourists  wishing  to 
visit  the  New  Tovm.  Such  provision  has  been  briefly  considered  by 
the  Public  Heo,lth  Committee* 


9.  CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  193^ 

No  further  progress  was  made  with  proposals  for  the  first  Smoke 
Control  Area,  pia-;liminary  details  of  which  were  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  the  previous  year.  This  matter 
will  again  be  brought  back  to  the  Committee  for  consideration  in  the 
future  but  there  seems  little  point  in  including  in  a Smoke  Control  Order 
some  of  the  older  dwellings  in  the  Prince  Street  area  which  are  likely  to 
be  demolished  in  the  future. 

The  cleanD.lness  of  the  air  on  the  Sutton  Hill  Estate,  where  no 
solid  fuel  is  burned,  is  sc  very  noticable  that  it  supports  a policy 
for  clean  air.  One  notices  however,  that  a number  of  local  authorities 
have,  from  time  to  time,  been  granted  Orders  suspending  smoke  control 
in  areas  previously/  designated.  There  are  many  factors  to  be  considered 
when  making  Smoke  Control  Orders  but  the  benefit  to  health  is  never  in 
question* 

In  February,  1968,  a successful  Clean  Air  Exhibition  was  staged 
for  six  days  in  Da.wley  Town  Hall,  complete  with  film  shows  and  free 
refreshments.  Excellent  co-operation  v/as  obtained  from  the  local  press, 
manufacturers,  the  National  Coal  Board  and  many  others*  The  cost  of 
the  exhibition  wos  covered  by  the  fees  charged  to  stall  holders* 

Efforts  vivji'e  ma.de  during  the  year  to  bring  up  to  standard  Cupolas 
at  the  remaining  foundry  in  Coalbrookdale  which  was  below  the  required 
grit  emission  standard.  Meetings  were  held  v/ith  the  management  and  a 
programme  of  improvements  for  all  the  furnaces  agreed* 


10,  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Meat  Inspection 

There  is  o:ie  licensed  slaughter  house  in  the  Urban  District  and 
this  complies  with  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene  Regulations,  1958,  and 
Prevention  of  Cruelty  Act), 

The  follov/ing  table  gives  details  of  the  animals  slaughtered  for 
human  consumption  in  1968:- 


PIGS 


Nambered  Inspected  100% 



All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cyst ere erosis . 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Some  part  or  organ  condemned 

118 

Percentage  affected 

17.15 

Tuberculoses  only 

V/hole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Some  part  or  organ  condemned 

6 

Percentage  affected 

0.87 

Cyst  ere  e.rosis 

Nil 

INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS 


The  Riblic  Health  Inspectors  have  the  duty  to  inspect  einy  food 
intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  and  frequently  do  so  during 
routine  inspection  of  food  premises.  Food  traders  often  call  on  the 
advice  of  Inspectors  when  the  soundness  of  any  food  is  in  doubt*  In 
both  cases  the  Inspectors  can  require  the  owner  to  surrender  the  un- 
sound food  for  destruction  and  in  the  event  of  refusal  the  Inspector 
may  take  the  food  before  a Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a decision. 

In  this  mo'lern  age  of  frozen  foods  and  supermarkets,  we  are 
often  called  in  when  a refrigerator  breaks  down  to  decide  on  the 
fitness  of  frozen  foods*  During  the  year  1,893  packets  of  fro-zen  foods 
were  condemned,  )'aving  a retail  value  of  £210,  3o  2do 

In  addition  4,373  packets,  tins  and  other  items  of  food  were 
condemned  as  mfit  for  huinan  consumption  and  destroyed, 

FOOD  HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1960 

Routine  inspection  of  food  premises  v;ere  made  during  the  year 
and  occupiers  wcn/o  informed  where  any  contraventions  were  noted. 

This  v/ork  is  one  of  the  more  important  branches  of  Public  Health 
Inspection,  Most  of  the  improvements  to  food  promises  and  improvements 
in  the  way  food  businesses  are  conducted  are  successfully  obtained  by 
informal  actionr. 

During  1968:- 

3/74  Visits  v/ero  made  to  food  premises 

23  Letters  were  sent  relating  to  improvement 
on  food  premises  and  food  handling. 


Class  of 
Premises 

Number 

Complying  with 
Reg, 16, 

No,  to  v/hich 
Reg, 19  applies 

Premises  fitted  tc 
Comply  with  Reg,  19' 

Butchers 

16 

15 

16 

16 

Irocers 

83 

67 

76 

73 

Sreengrocers 

7 

5 

7 

6 

Fish  Shons 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shop 

, 

L 6 

6 

6 

6 

Bread  and 
Confectionery 

6 

5 

6 

5 

Restaurants  & 
Cafes 

, 3 

3 

3 

3 

Hotels  and 
Public  Houses 

, 74 

66 

74 

74 

Canteens 

15 

15 

15 

15 

School  Kitchens 

, 

l4 

14 

l4 

Manufacturing 

Premdses 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sweets 

10 

9 

6 

6 

POULTRY  PROCBSSlilG  PREMISES 


There  are  no  such  establishments  in  the  District, 


-17- 


13 


THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  I963 


..ost  of  the  premises  registered  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  have  been  visited  at  least  once  during  the  year.  Your  Inspectors 
have  the  duty  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this  Act  which  deals  with 
lighting,  ventilation,  temperatiare,  noise,  safety  provisions  on 
premises  and  cor.cerning  machinery,  lifts  and  hoists  and  other  matters 
affecting  the  h.-.alth  and  welfare  of  the  employee. 


REGISTRATI QMS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


' Premises 
i newly  Reg- 
I istered 
during  the 
i year 

Registered 

at 

Year  End 

Premises 

Inspected 

I 

Offices  j 

26 

l4 

Retail  Shops  ■,  2 

131 

107 

I 

Wholesale  Sho-,o  i 

i 

p 

2 

I 

Catering  Bste'h Lishments  ■!  - 

* 

21 

21 

Food  Storage  lepots  i 

. . 

2 

..  . . ...  . .. 

I « i 

I TOTALS  i 2 

186 

1^1 

Total  niomber  of  visits  to  registered  premises  - 39^ 


14,  THE  SHOPS  ACT,  ';930 

This  Actj  which  deals  mainly  with  Closing  Hours  of  shops  and 
hours  of  work,  young  persons  and  all  other  employees,  has  received 
little  attentioji  by  the  Public  Health  Department  due  mainly  to  the  fact 
that  the  Ccunci' . v/ould  only  agree  to  appoint  the  Chief  and  Deputy 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  as  Shops  Acts  Inspectors, 


15o  PBESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  AmiNISTRATION 

OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT 

1 • INSPECTIONS  - f O':"  purposes  of  provision  as  to  healtho 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

T , . V/rxtten 

Inspections 

i Notices 
(3)  1 (4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

a)  Factories  in  v/hich  Sectr’ons 
”■  6 are  to  be  enforc 
by  Local  Authorities 

5d 

5 

( 

i 

7 1 1 

I 

b)  Factories  not  included  J.nCa) 
in  which  Section  7 oa- 

forced  by  the  Local  Aut-  orit; 

r 91 

I 

i 

119  I 13 

c)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced  b.v  the 
Local  AuthorityC excluding 
outworkers'  pr  erai s e s ) c 

27 

^5  ! 3 

I 

I 

TOTAL.  ! 123 

171  ; 17 

2,  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found:- 

[Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  j No,  of  cases 

i were  found  iin  which  ! 

Particulars  j 

Referred 

prosecutions 

i 

1 

1 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

w 

By  H,M, 
Inspect  02 

(5) 

were 

•instituted, 

(6) 

Vifant  of  Cleanliness  (S,,l) 



Overcrowding  (S,2) 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature  73*3) 

- 

_ 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  (Sj,^l-) 

- 

- 

— 

llnaffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S,6) 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (So7)'> 

, a)  Insufficient 

3 

1 

' 

i b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

1 

- 

- 

|c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

. 

- 

} 

— 

1 Other  offences  against  the  Act 

1 (not  including  offences  relating 
to  out -work) . 

■ 

. .. 

1 

! 

i 

1 

i 

TOTAL 

10 

5 

1 

1 

» “* 

J 

i 

1 

■ 

1 

: 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

No  factories  in  Urban  District  gave  notice  of  employment  of  outworkers* 

No  outworkers  were  reported  in  the  Urban  District  employed  by  factories 
outside  the  Urban  District, 
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